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Domestic Mail Manual (DMM) E212.1.2 states that general publications must have a legitimate list 
of persons who have subscribed by paying or promising to pay at a rate above nominal for copies 
to be received during a stated time.  Publications designed primarily for free circulation may not 
qualify for Periodicals mailing privileges. 
 
Members of a rural electric cooperative may indicate their willingness to pay for subscriptions to a 
Periodicals publication by signing a duly-adopted membership form which contains a clause which 
is similar to one of the following: 
 
  1. Applicant hereby agrees that $_________ of the amount paid for electricity each year is for a 

subscription to the "_______________ ." 
 
  2. I request and authorize the cooperative's board of directors to subscribe to 

"_______________" on my behalf and authorize the subscription price thereof to be 
deducted from any funds accruing in my favor, so as to reduce such funds in the same 
manner as would any other expense of the cooperative. 

 
  3. $__________ of the amount accruing to me each year is for a year's subscription to 

"_______________ ."  In the event that the amount accruing to me is insufficient to cover the 
price of the subscription, I authorize the board of directors to pay for it out of amounts paid 
by me for electric service. 

 
If the subscription price to the publication is subsequently increased, the rural electric cooperative 
must notify members accordingly.  Printed specimens of the membership forms which will be used 
for taking subscriptions must be maintained or be available for examination by postal officials at 
the known office of publication.  The appropriate cooperative official must provide a written 
assurance, upon request, that the forms will be used for taking subscriptions.  In addition, 
adequate records must be maintained to establish that the persons claimed as subscribers to the 
publication have voluntarily paid or promised to pay for their own copies to be received during a 
stated period. 
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